Effects of tricyclic antidepressants on drug metabolism.
The effects of chronic treatment with amitriptyline and nortriptyline on the elimination from plasma of warfarin, dicumarol, phenytoin, and tolbutamide were examined in man. No alteration of plasma half-life of warfarin, phenytoin, or tolbutamide was observed following dosage with the tricyclic antidepressants used. There was no consistent effect on the metabolism of dicumarol following treatment with amitriptyline or nortriptyline although the bioavailability of dicumarol appeared to be increased. In some subjects, this increased bioavailability was associated with significant prolongation of the plasma half-life of dicumarol due to its dose-dependent kinetics.